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and by whatever tneelianical meang, aJi symbolB of language or 
idea«, for the purpose of communicating intelligence at a dis- 
tance* It would be more than a })atent for effects ; it would 
be a patent for ideas of effects. 

I come now to the eighth claim, I have already said that 
this is the most remarkable claim of alL It is so. The first 
claim is to an exclusive right to all machinery worked by 
electro'magnetism, for imprinting marks or signals : the fifth 
seeks to appropriate all marks capable of being used as sym. 
liols at a distance, by whatever means made ; but in the eighth 
claim he limits himself to no machinery, and to no marks or 
system of marks* It is a sweeping and comprehensive claim 
to the use of the*motive power of the electric current, however 
developed, for 'marking or printing characters, signs, or letters, 
at any distances, far or near. 

In one respect, however, this claim is more modest than the 
iiftli. In this claim the patentee does limit himself to the use 
of the motwe power of the current : — ^while in the fifth, he 
claims the effects of its application, whether produced by the 
same or any other agency. 

liut if the fifth claim is broader in one direction than the 
eighth, in another the eighth is broader than the fifth. The. 
fifth is restricted to simple mwrke or " dots and lines :" — the 
eight comprehends ^^ letters '^ also. 

Let mo ask the Court to consider the extent of this claim. 

What is included under the phrase, ^^ motive power of the 
electric current," however developed ? Scientific writers, in- 
deed, one of the learned counsel (Mr. Harding) have told us 
tliat the magnetism developed in the soft iron bar of the elec- 
tro-magnet is not the only motive power of the electric current. 
Kven Morse himself, has described this power as used to de- 
flect needles prior to bis invention : and the evidence hefore 
tJie Court in this cause shows that Steinheil used these defiec- 
tions to make marks before Morse first filed his caveat : — though, 
it must bo confessed, as I have often admitted, that this 
evidence does not show that SteinheiPs application of the needle 
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